534                  THE CHURCH IN THE WEST              [CHAP.
treatment of penitents who had been guilty of mortal sin, showed
a leniency which departed definitely from the full rigour of the
Primitive Church. Hippolytus and his party on their side re-
garded themselves as the guardians of Christian austerity.
Thus in Rome there were two communities, each of which
regarded itself as, and called itself, the catholic church1; and the '
church of Hippolytus stood in opposition to that of Callistus and
maintained this attitude even when Callistus was succeeded by
Urban and Urban by Pontian in the episcopal see. But in the
year 235 the Emperor Maximinus Thrax banished the heads of
both communities, Hippolytus and Pontian, to Sardinia, and
there under pressure of the grave situation a reconciliation seems
to have taken place. Pontian laid down his office to enable the
Romans to elect a successor, and Hippolytus in all probability did
the same, but renounced his claim to a successor and recommended
his community to join their former opponents. In return, he was
recognized by the other side as possessing the ecclesiastical
dignity of a presbyter. Anteros was elected bishop of the now
united Roman community. Both his predecessors died in exile
and their bodies were brought to Rome by Fabian (236-50) and
there buried with all the honours proper to martyrs2.
Of those who held office in the Roman community Hippolytus
was the last to use the Greek language, and at the same time the
last whose whole theological attitude was rooted in Greek ways of
thought. He also had connections with Alexandria and drew
inspiration from the work of the chronographer Julius Africanus
(p. 477). With him he had in common a special interest in learned
calculations of the duration of the world's history and of the date
of the Day of Judgment and in employing these to close the door
against over-hasty apocalyptic expectations. This motive, which in
him was combined with a personal predilection for chronological
calculations, produced his Chronicle; of this only fragments
survive in the original Greek, but in Latin translations and adapta-
tions it exercised a perceptible influence upon historical writing in
the West. From this same favourite pursuit of Hippolytus issued
his Paschal Tables^ in which the first serious attempt was made to
calculate the Easter full moon from astronomical data and so to
become independent of the dates fixed by the Jewish Synagogue.
But just as in both these works the intention deserves more
praise than the performance, so too in his exegetical works
Hippolytus shows no evidence of a creative intelligence. For us
1   Hippolytus, Refut. DC, 12, 255 cf. Praef. 6.
2   Liber Pontificalis, xix (Mommsen, p. 24 sq,}; Catalogue Liberianus (ib.).